
Legend of Michigan Theatre Jackson Michigan:  The Michi-
gan Theatre, the last and largest theatre built in downtown 
Jackson, opened April 30, 1930.  The building’s exotic Span-
ish style, lavish interior plasterwork, terra cotta facade, carved 
walnut furniture, plush carpeting, heavy damask draperies, 
stained glass light fixtures, and oil paintings entertained the 
patrons as much as the attractions on the stage and screens. 
It was the first air conditioned building in downtown Jackson 
and offered a place to escape the summer heat.
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Legend of Jackson Michigan downtown:  This 
view of downtown Jackson shows Michigan Av-
enue.  City Hall is on the right, and the Jackson 
County Building on the left.  In the foreground 
is the Millenium Clock Tower, that was dedicat-
ed on  Dec. 31, 1999.  The clock tower contains 
a time capsule, scheduled to be opened in the 
year 3000.  Jackson Michigan was founded in 
1929, and was named after Democratic President 
Andrew Jackson, but is also known as being the 
birthplace of the Republican Party.  Jackson is 
the county seat of Jackson County Michigan. 

The Cascades are the result of one man’s dream to do 
something for the people of Jackson -- to build an at-
traction that would provide visitors with a positive im-
pression of the city. That man was William Sparks.  
Sparks moved to Jackson from England in 1882 at the 
age of nine.  Sparks was elected to 3 terms as Jackson’s 
mayor.  He also organized the Zouaves, a famous drill 
team that performed throughout the world, and it was 
during a visit to Spain that he formed the idea for the 
Cascades from a fountain he saw there.  Visitors from 
all points of the globe came to Jackson to view the falls. 
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Gicleé Prints of Jackson  
by Maggie LaNoue

Each print is approximated 11” x 14” and printed 
on acid free paper with archive quality ink.
Price $60 each.
For more information call 1-800-276-6461

See more prints of Michigan
at www.MichiganPrints.com


